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YOUR CASE INFORMATION

We realize that for many persons, being a victim or 
witness to a crime is their first experience with the 
criminal justice system. While the emphasis of the 
system has been the investigation and prosecution of 
crime, all too often in the past the innocent victims and 
witnesses have been overlooked. In an effort to reduce 
this problem and advise victims and witnesses of help 
available to them, the following information is furnished.

CVAC:  Coordinated Victims Assistance Center:  Victims 
of Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault, Dating Violence 
& Human Trafficking:  Protective Orders, Therapy, Direct 
Relief, Immigration, Relocation, Victim Compensation & 
more…..

305.285.5900 

National Domestic  
Violence Hotline 	
1.800.799.SAFE (7233)	
1.800.787.3224-TTY	

Safespace Shelter North
305.758.2546

Safespace Shelter South
305.245.5011

Florida Abuse Hotline/DCF
1.800.96.ABUSE (22873)
Florida Relay 711 
1.800.453.5145-TTY 

MB Psychotherapy Inc.
305-494-7721	

Douglas Gardens Mental 
Health Ctr.
305.531.5341

Florida Domestic  
Violence Hotline
1.800.500.1119
1.800.621.4202-TTY

The Lodge Shelter
305.358.1640

Switchboard of Miami
305.358.1640

Rape Treatment Center
305.585.RAPE (7273)

Survivors’ Pathway 
Center
LGBTQI Community 
786.275.4364

Trauma Resolution 
Center
305.374.9990

American for Immigrants 
Justice
305.573.1106

Legal Aid Society
Restraining Orders & 
Civil Legal Representation  
305.579.5733 

Family Court Self-Help Program

Divorce, Custody, Paternity, Parenting Plans, Child 
Support, 
Temporary Custody
305.349.7800

Miami-Dade State Attorney’s Office Child Support 
Program   
305.530.2600
 

Office of the Attorney General Victim Compensation 
Program  
1.800.226.6667 

Miami-Dade State Attorney’s Office 
Sexual Battery Unit
305.547.0115 

Domestic Crimes Division
Felony
305.547.0100

Misdemeanor Domestic Division
305.349.5830

Misdemeanor Division				     
305.324.2900

Victim Information and Notification Everyday (VINE) 
1.877.VINE-4-FL 1.877.846.3435
1.866.847.1298-TTY

Injunction Service Information
305.375.5100

Miami-Dade Pre-Trial Detention Inmate information 
Dade County Jail
786.263.4100 

Miami-Dade County 
Juvenile Services
305.755.6200

VIDA Legal Assistance 
Inc.
786.601.6234

A person who refuses to follow a judge’s order is 
committing a criminal act and could be sentenced 
to jail.  If the abuser disobeys the judge’s order, call 
the police and show them a copy of the Injunction for 
Protection. In some cases the police may arrest the 
abuser.  You can also ask the judge to hold the abuser 
responsible for not abiding by the judge’s order.

In Florida, the legal term for rape or sexual assault is 
sexual battery (F.S. 794.011). Sexual battery means oral, 
anal, or vaginal penetration by, or union with, the sexual 
organ of another or the anal or vaginal penetration of 
another by any other object, committed without your 
consent.

Consent means intelligent, knowing, and voluntary 
consent and does not include coerced submission.  
Failure to offer physical resistance to the offender does 
not imply consent.  

A person under 16 years of age cannot legally consent 
to sex. Also, a person 24 years of age or older or a person 
in a familial or custodial position of authority cannot 
receive consent form a 16 and 17 year old minors.

There is no “right” way to feel after being assaulted. 
Victims experience a variety of reactions, including: 
denial, shock, anger, confusion, fear and anxiety. 

Remember a judge can order additional help-
depending upon the circumstances.  You can tell the 
judge what you need and why.

1.	 If an argument seems unavoidable, try to remain in 
a room or area where you have access to an exit.  
Stay away from the kitchen or any other room where 
weapons might be available.

2.	 Use your instincts and judgment.  If the situation 
seems dangerous, consider giving the abuser what 
he/she wants in order to calm him/her down.  You 
have the right to protect yourself until you are out of 
danger.

3.	 Tell your children what to do if they are present 
during a hostile incident.  Do this before it happens.

1.	 Practice how to get out of your home safely (include 
your children in the planning process).  Identify 
which doors, windows, elevators, or stairwell would 
be best.

2.	 Have a packed bag ready and hidden with a friend 
or relative. Include clothing, money, extra keys, cop-
ies of important documents, and extra medicines.

3.	 Identify one or more neighbors you can tell about 
the violence and ask them to call the police if they 
become aware of a disturbance in your home.

4.	 Devise a code word to use with your children, family, 
friends, and neighbors to signal when you need the 
police.

5.	 Plan where to go if you have to leave home, even 
if you don’t think you will need to.  Get your own PO 
Box. You can privately receive checks and letters to 
begin your independence.

6.	 Open a savings account and/or credit card in your 
name to begin establishing your own credit and in-
crease your independence.

7.	 Keep phone numbers to the shelter and the hotline 
at hand.  Keep a cell phone or a calling card with 
you at all times for emergency calls.

You need to file a Petition at one of the following 
locations:

1.	 Coordinated Victims Assistance Center CVAC  
2400 South Dixie Highway, Miami, Florida 33133 | 
305.285.5900

2.	 Lawson E. Thomas Courthouse Center 
175 NW 1st Avenue, Mezzanine Floor  
Miami, Florida 33128 | 305.349.5813

3.	 North Dade Justice Center 
15555 Biscayne Blvd., Aventura,  Florida 33160 | 
305.354.8728

4.	 South Dade Government Center 
10710 SW 211 Street, Room 1100 Miami, Florida 
33189 | 305.252.5807

5.	 Hialeah District Court 
11 East 6th Street, Room 105,  
Hialeah, Florida 33010  | 305.520.4031

the House of Representatives and the President of 
the Senate all cases where the court entered an 
order regarding inability to comply with this sub-
paragraph. The legislature may enact legislation 
to implement this subparagraph. 

11 The right to be informed of these rights, and to be 
informed that victims can seek the advice of an 
attorney with respect to their rights. This information 
shall be made available to the general public and 
provided to all crime victims in the form of a card or 
by other means intended to effectively advise the 
victim of their rights under this section. 

The victim, the retained attorney of the victim, a lawful 
representative of the victim, or the office of the state at-
torney upon request of the victim, may assert and seek 
enforcement of the rights enumerated in this section 
and any other right afforded to a victim by law in any tri-
al or appellate court, or before any other authority with 
jurisdiction over the case, as a matter of right. The court 
or other authority with jurisdiction shall act promptly on 
such a request, affording a remedy by due course of 
law for the violation of any right. The reasons for any 
decision regarding the disposition of a victim’s right 
shall be clearly stated on the record. (Fla. Const., art. 
I, §16(c)) 

The granting of the rights enumerated in this section to 
victims may not be construed to deny or impair any 
other rights possessed by victims. The provisions of this 
section apply throughout criminal and juvenile justice 
processes, are self-executing, and do not require imple-
menting legislation. This section may not be construed 
to create any cause of action for damages against the 
state or a political subdivision of the state, or any officer, 
employee, or agent of the state or its political subdivi-
sions. (Fla. Const., art. I, §16(d)) 

A “victim” is a person who suffers direct or threatened 
physical, psychological, or financial harm as a result of 
the commission or attempted commission of a crime or 
delinquent act or against whom the crime or delinquent 
act is committed. The term “victim” includes the victim’s 
lawful representative, the parent or guardian of a minor, 
or the next of kin of a homicide victim, except upon a 
showing that the interest of such individual would be in 
actual or potential conflict with the interests of the vic-
tim. The term “victim” does not include the accused. The 
terms “crime” and “criminal” include delinquent acts 
and conduct. (Fla. Const., art. I, §16(e)) 

 If  you are being physically, sexually abused, or threat-
ened; or believe you are in danger of such abuse; 
please GET HELP!

THE LAW

DURING A HOSTILE INDIDENT…

PREPARING TO LEAVE…

VICTIM HOTLINES

1.	 Florida law allows you to petition a judge to ORDER 
the abuse to STOP.

2.	 The law protects you if you are being abused or 
threatened by your spouse; former spouse; persons 
related by blood; persons who are presently residing 
with you as if a family or who have resided with you 
in the past as if a family; and the father or mother 
of your child regardless of whether you have been 
married. With the exception of the father or mother 
of your child, the family or household members must 
be currently residing or have in the past resided to-
gether in the same single dwelling.  

3.	 The law protects you against your dating partner 
and against anybody who sexually abuses you.

4.	 The law protects you against an abuser even if you 
are not married or related to him/her and he/she has 
not resided with you in the past as if a family (two 
incidents of physical violence or stalking).  

5.	 You may ask the State Attorney to file a criminal 
complaint (press charges) by calling: 305.547.0150

	 6.	 You can file an injunction for protection which 
may include:

	A.	 Provisions which restrain the abuser from further 
acts of abuse;

	B.	 Directing the abuser to leave your household;

	C.	 Preventing the abuser from entering your resi-
dence, school, business, or place of employ-
ment;

	D.	 Awarding you 100% of the time sharing of the 
parties’ minor children;

	E.	 Directing the abuser to pay support to you and 
any minor children if the abuser has a legal ob-
ligation to do so; and

	F.	 Other help indicated by the circumstances.

A petition will explain to the judge the reasons why 
you need protection. The most common causes for 
protection are physical or sexual abuse, threats, and 
stalking.  You will not be charged any court fees for 
filing a petition.  Even if you left your home to avoid 
being abused, you can still file a petition.

YOUR ATTENDANCE AT ALL HEARINGS IS 
VERY IMPORTANT

VICTIM ASSISTANCE/INFORMATION/
REFERRALS/COUNSELING

HOW CAN I OBTAIN A CIVIL INJUNCTION 
OR RESTRAINING ORDER?

IF YOU ARE A VICTIM OF A SEXUAL 
BATTERY

WHAT IF THE ABUSER VIOLATES THE 
INJUNCTION?

You can contact our local Rape Treatment Center 
at 305.585.RAPE (7273).  Local certified rape crisis 
centers have advocates who are there to help all 
victims, regardless of whether or not they report to 
law enforcement.  Services are free and confidential. 
Certified rape crisis centers are legally and ethically 
required to protect your confidentiality, unless you allow, 
in writing, the release of your information.                                                                                                           
Certified Rape Treatment Center Advocates are 
available to: 

	•	 provide crisis intervention, 
	•	 speak to you on the 24-hour hotline, 
	•	 discuss your options, 
	•	 navigate available resources, 
	•	 go with you to appointments, 
	•	 address safety concerns, 
	•	 advocate on your behalf, 
	•	 help you apply to victim compensation.

What is a forensic exam?
The forensic exam is a head-to-toe exam to collect 
evidence and check for injuries after a sexual crime.
What are my rights with regard to the exam?

	•	 Stop the exam at any time
	•	 Have an advocate from a rape crisis center with 

you
	•	 Be informed about the status of the kit during pro-

cessing.

Immigration Services

Civil Matters

Counseling Services

VICTIMS RIGHTS BROCHURE - ENGLISH (REV 11-20-2019).indd   1VICTIMS RIGHTS BROCHURE - ENGLISH (REV 11-20-2019).indd   1 11/21/19   10:29 AM11/21/19   10:29 AM



V I L L A G E  O F  K E Y  B I S C A Y N E  P O L I C E  D E P A R T M E N T

V I C T I M  R I G H T S  B R O C H U R E
V I L L A G E  O F  K E Y  B I S C A Y N E  P O L I C E  D E P A R T M E N T

V I C T I M  R I G H T S  B R O C H U R E
V I L L A G E  O F  K E Y  B I S C A Y N E  P O L I C E  D E P A R T M E N T

V I C T I M  R I G H T S  B R O C H U R E

YOUR RIGHTS AS A VICTIM OR A 
WITNESS OF A CRIME

YOUR RIGHTS IN THE CRIMINAL AND 
JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEMS

CRIMINAL JUSTICE PROCESS

JUVENILE JUSTICE PROCESS

We realize that for many persons, being a victim or wit-
ness to a crime is their first experience with the criminal 
and juvenile justice systems.  As a victim or witness, you 
have certain rights within the system. 

This brochure is being provided to you to assist you with 
questions you may have regarding those rights.

For further information regarding these rights please 
contact the State Attorney’s Office (SAO) and/or the 
appropriate law enforcement agency handling your 
case.

The stages of the criminal justice system are as follows:

CRIME COMMITTED:  After a crime is reported to law 
enforcement an investigation will be conducted.  If law 
enforcement is able to collect enough evidence, they 
may make an arrest.

ARREST:  Suspect (s) taken to jail, finger printed and 
photographed.  Some are immediately released or 
have to post a bond to ensure they will show up in court.

INTAKE:  Victim reports a crime to the local State Attor-
ney’s Office.  If probable cause is found, the State Attor-
ney’s Office may choose to file charges and summons 
the suspect into court.

FIRST APPEARANCE:  Occurs within 24 hours of an ar-
rest.  Each suspect kept in jail must appear before a 
Judge who establishes whether charges are reason-
able.  The Judge will also consider whether a bond 
should be set and if so how much.  The Judge will also 
consider conditions of release and appoint a defense 
attorney if the suspect cannot afford one. 

FILING OF FORMAL CHARGES:  The State Attorney’s 
Office may file formal charges after reviewing law en-
forcement arrest reports, and within 21 days in certain 
circumstances.

ARRAIGNMENT:  The accused is formally charged and 
enters a plea of guilty,   not guilty, or no contest.

TRIAL PREPARATIONS:  The prosecutor and defense 
attorney interview witnesses and exchange evidence in 
preparation for trial.  

TRIAL:  The prosecutor and the defense attorney pres-
ent evidence to either the judge or a jury about the 
case.  The defendant may be found guilty or not guilty.  
The process ends if the defendant is found not guilty.

PLEA:  Defendant pleads guilty or no contest without 
a trial.  

SENTENCING:  If the defendant is found guilty, the 
Judge reviews sentencing guidelines, plea agreements, 
etc., and determines what type of sentence the defen-
dant should receive.

INTAKE:  The process of determining where a child un-
der the age of 18 will be held until the case is resolved.  
There are three forms of detention status: home, non-se-
cure or secure.

DIVERSION PROGRAMS:  An alternative to trial where 
the juvenile is placed in a community based program 
such as juvenile arbitration, juvenile alternative services 

If you are a victim of a crime or a witness because you 
have seen, heard, or know something about a crime 
that has been committed, you are important to the 
case.   Your testimony may be necessary to establish 
the facts. Understandably, you might feel anxious about 
testifying in court. However, without your testimony, the 
defendant might go unpunished. 

VICTIM:  A person against whom a crime was commit-
ted. Some victims suffer physical injury or property dam-
age, and some have psychological injury or both. 

Victims have certain rights in Florida.   Others who can 
claim these rights are the victim’s parent or guardian 
if the victim is a minor, the lawful representative of the 
victim or of the victim’s parent or guardian if the victim is 
a minor, and the next of kin of a homicide victim.  As a 
victim of a crime, you have the following rights:

1.	 Either you, your parents or guardian if you are a mi-
nor, or the State Attorney’s 1. Office with your con-
sent, have standing to assert any legal rights of a 
crime victim as provided by law or The Florida Con-
stitution.

2.	 In some cases, victims (or their relatives where the 
victim is deceased) may be eligible for financial 
compensation from the State of Florida.  Information 
regarding eligibility may be obtained from the State 
Attorney’s Office, local Witness Coordination Office 
(where available), law enforcement agency or from 
the Bureau of Crimes Compensation, Office of the 
Attorney General at 1-800-226-6667.

3.	 The right to receive information on available crisis in-
tervention services and local community services to 
include counseling, shelter, legal assistance, or other 
types of help, depending on the particular circum-
stances.  Telephone numbers for these services are 
provided at the end of this brochure.

4.	 The right to receive information regarding the role of 
the victim in the criminal or juvenile process, includ-

program (JASP), or a treatment plan (Walker plan). If a 
juvenile successfully completes the diversion program, 
then the charges are generally dismissed.

FORMAL  CHARGES: The filing of a petition in court by 
the State Attorney’s Office.  The charge may be filed in 
either juvenile court or adult court, depending upon the 
crime and age of the offender.   

ARRAIGNMENT:  The accused is formally charged and 
enters a plea of guilty, not guilty, or no contest.

ADJUDICATORY HEARING:  The trial of the juvenile is 
conducted in front of a judge.  The judge will decide 
whether the juvenile committed the charged offense (s).

DISPOSITIONAL HEARING (SENTENCING):  When a 
juvenile is found to have committed a delinquent act, 
the court will hold a dispositional hearing to determine 
which sanctions to impose on the juvenile.  The sanc-
tions could range from community-based sanctions like 
probation and community services up to residential 
commitment.

JUVENILES TRIED AS ADULTS:  Juveniles who commit 
very serious crimes may be tried as adults.  Juveniles 
who are prosecuted as adults may be sentenced to 
adult or juvenile sanctions.

You may contact the State Attorney or law enforce-
ment agency for more information regarding the stag-
es of the criminal juvenile justice process.

ing what the victim may expect from the system as 
well as what the system may expect from the victim.

5.	 The right of a victim or witness with autism spectrum 
disorder or his or her parent or guardian to request 
a psychiatrist, psychologist, mental health counselor, 
special education instructor, clinical social worker, or 
related professional is present at all interviews of the 
individual.  The defendant shall reimburse the vic-
tim for all expenses related to the attendance of the 
professional at the interview, in addition to other resti-
tution or penalties provided by law, upon conviction 
of the offense of which the individual is a victim.

6.	 The right to receive information regarding the stag-
es of the criminal or juvenile justice process and the 
manner in which information about such stages may 
be obtained.  Note:   You cannot be notified if we 
cannot locate you.   It is your responsibility to keep 
the State Attorney’s Office informed of any changes 
in your address or telephone number.

7.	 The right to be informed, present, and heard when 
relevant, at all crucial stages of a criminal or juvenile 
proceeding, to the extent the right does not interfere 
with the constitutional rights of the accused. 

8.	 The right, if you are incarcerated, to be informed 
and submit written statements at all crucial stages of 
the criminal and juvenile proceedings.

9.	 The right to a prompt and timely disposition of the 
case as long as it does not interfere with the constitu-
tional rights of the accused.

10.	The right to be notified of the arrest and release of 
the offender, including release to community control 
and/or work release. When an arrest is made in a 
reported case, the victim, witnesses, relatives of mi-
nor victims and witnesses and relatives of homicide 
victims, where those persons have provided current 
addresses and telephone numbers shall be notified. 

11.	The right to receive information on the steps avail-
able to law enforcement and the State Attorney’s 
Office to protect you from intimidation and/or ha-
rassment.  It is a third degree felony to knowingly use 
intimidation or physical force, or threaten another 
person, or attempt to do so, or engage in misleading 
conduct toward another person, or offer pecuniary 
benefit or gain to another person. If you are being 
threatened or intimidated, please contact a law en-
forcement officer.

12.	The right of the victim of domestic violence to be in-
formed of the Address Confidentiality Program ad-
ministered through the Attorney General’s Office. You 
may contact the Attorney General’s Office at 1-800-
226-6667.  The State Attorney’s Office may assist with 
this paper work if necessary.

13.	The right of each victim or witness who has been 
scheduled to attend a criminal or  juvenile justice 
proceeding to be notified as soon as possible by the 
agency or person scheduling his/her appearance of 
any change in scheduling which will affect  the vic-
tim’s appearance.

14.	The right to receive advance notification of judicial 
and post judicial proceedings  relating to the case, 
including all proceedings or hearings relating to:

A.  	The arrest of the accused.

B.  	The release of the accused pending judicial pro-
ceedings, any modification of release condition to 
include release to community control or work re-
lease.

C.  	Proceedings in the prosecution or petition for delin-
quency of the accused, including the filing of the 
accusatory instrument, the arraignment, disposition 
of the accusatory instrument, trial or adjudicatory 
hearing, sentencing or disposition hearing, appel-
late review, subsequent modification of sentence, 
collateral attack of a judgment, and when a term of 
imprisonment, detention, or involuntary commitment 
is imposed, the release of the defendant or juvenile 
offender from such imprisonment, detention or invol-
untary detention of juvenile offender from such im-
prisonment, detention or commitment by expiration 
of  sentence or  parole and any meeting held to 
consider such release.

15.	The right to not be excluded from any portion of any 
hearing, trial or proceeding pertaining to the offense 
based solely upon the fact that such person is sub-
poenaed to testify, unless the court determines oth-
erwise. 

16.	In addition to the provisions of s. 921.143, F.S., the 
rights of the victim of a felony involving physical or 
emotional injury or trauma, or in a case in which the 
victim is  a minor child or in a homicide, the guardian 
or family of the victim shall be consulted by the State 
Attorney in order to obtain the views of the victim or 
family about the disposition of any criminal or juve-
nile case brought about as a result of such crime, 
including their views about:

	A.	 The release of the accused pending judicial pro-
ceedings.

B.	 Plea Agreements.

C.	 Participation in pretrial diversion programs.

	D.	 Sentencing of the accused.

17.	The right to review certain portions of a pre-sentence 
investigation report for adult and youthful offenders 
prior to the sentencing of the accused.

18.	The right to a prompt return of property unless there 
is a compelling law enforcement need to retain it.

19.	The right to request that the State Attorney or law en-
forcement agency help you explain to employers 
and creditors that you may face additional burdens 
by taking time off from work to assist law enforce-
ment and you may undergo serious financial strain 
either because of the crime or by cooperating with 
authorities.

20.	Law Enforcement agencies and the State Attorney 
shall inform you of your right to request and receive 
restitution and of your rights of enforcement in the 
event an offender does not pay. The State Attorney 
shall seek your assistance in the documentation of 
your losses for the purpose of requesting and receiv-
ing restitution. If an order of restitution is converted to 
a civil lien or civil judgment against the defendant, 
the clerks shall make available at their office, as well 
as on their website, information provided by the Sec-
retary of State, the court, or The Florida Bar on en-
forcing the civil lien or judgment. The State Attorney 
shall inform you if and when restitution is ordered.

21.	The right to submit an oral or written impact state-
ment to the court, pursuant to s. 921.143 F.S., prior 
to sentencing of the offender.  The State Attorney or 
any assistant state attorney shall advise all victims 
or, when appropriate, the victim’s parent, guardian, 
next of kin, or lawful representative that statements, 
whether oral or written, shall relate to the facts of the 
case and the extent of any harm, including social, 
psychological, or physical harm, financial losses, 
loss of earnings directly or indirectly resulting from 

the crime for which the defendant is being sen-
tenced, and any matter relevant to an appropriate 
disposition and sentence.

22.	The right to receive reasonable consideration and 
assistance from employees of the State Attorney’s 
Office, Sheriff’s Office, or Police Department.  When 
requested, you will be assisted in locating accessible 
transportation and parking, and shall be directed to 
separate pretrial waiting areas when such facilities 
are available.   When requested, you shall receive 
assistance in attempting to locate translators when 
practicable.

23.	The right to be notified when the offender escapes 
from custody.   The State Attorney shall make every 
effort to advise the victim, material witness, parents 
or legal guardian of a minor who is a victim or wit-
ness, or immediate relative of a homicide victim of 
the escape of a criminal defendant.  The State Attor-
ney shall also notify the Sheriff of the county where 
the criminal charge or petition for delinquency 
arose.  The Sheriff shall offer assistance upon request.

24.	The right of the victim to request that a victim ad-
vocate be permitted to attend and 20. be present 
during any deposition.   The victim advocate may 
be designated by State Attorney’s Office, Sheriff’s 
Office, or Municipal Police Department, or one rep-
resentative from a not-for-profit victim services or-
ganization, including, but not limited to, rape crisis 
centers, domestic violence advocacy groups, and 
alcohol abuse or substance abuse groups.

25.	The right of the victim of a sexual offense to have the 
courtroom cleared, with certain exceptions during 
his or her testimony, regardless of the victim’s age or 
mental capacity.

26.	The right to request, in certain circumstances that 
the offender be required to attend a different school 
than the victim or siblings of the victim.   If the vic-
tim of an offense committed by a juvenile is a minor, 
and the victim or any sibling of the victim attends or 
is eligible to attend the same school as that of the 
offender, the Department of Juvenile Justice or the 
Department of Corrections shall notify the victim’s 
parent or legal guardian of the right to attend the 
sentencing or disposition of the offender and request 
that the offender be required to attend a different 
school.

27.	The right of the victim who is not incarcerated to not 
be required to attend discovery depositions in any 
correctional facility.

28.	The statutory obligation of the victim, or next of kin 
of a homicide victim, that any information gained 
pursuant to FS Chapter 960, regarding any case 
handled in juvenile court, must not be revealed to 
any outside party, except as reasonably necessary 
in pursuit of legal remedies.

29.	The right to know in certain cases and at the earliest 
possible opportunity, if the person charged with an 
offense has tested positive for Hepatitis C and hu-
man immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection.  In such 
cases, upon request of the victim or the victim’s le-
gal guardian, or the parent or legal guardian of the 
victim if the victim is a minor, the court shall order 
such person to undergo Hepatitis and HIV testing.   In 
some cases, you can be notified of the results of the 
test within two weeks of the court’s receipt of the re-
sults. 

30.	The right of a victim or the victim’s legal guardian, or 
the parents or legal guardian of a victim, if the victim 
is a minor, to request that a person who is charged 
with any offense enumerated in section 775.0877(1)

Every victim is entitled to the following rights, begin-
ning at the time of his or her victimization: 

1	 The right to due process and to be treated with fair-
ness and respect for the victim’s dignity. 

2	 The right to be free from intimidation, harassment, 
and abuse.  

3 The right, within the judicial process, to be reason-
ably protected from the accused and any person 
acting on behalf of the accused. However, nothing 
contained herein is intended to create a special 
relationship between the crime victim and any law 
enforcement agency or office absent a special re-
lationship or duty as defined by Florida law. 

4	 The right to have the safety and welfare of the vic-
tim and the victim’s family considered when setting 
bail, including setting pretrial release conditions that 
protect the safety and welfare of the victim and the 
victim’s family. 

5	 The right to prevent the disclosure of information or 
records that could be used to locate or harass the 
victim or the victim’s family, or which could disclose 
confidential or privileged information of the victim.

6	 A victim shall have the following specific rights upon 
request: 

 a. 	The right to reasonable, accurate, and timely no-
tice of, and to be present at, all public proceed-
ings involving the criminal conduct, including, 
but not limited to, trial, plea, sentencing, or ad-
judication, even if the victim will be a witness at 
the proceeding, notwithstanding any rule to the 
contrary. A victim shall also be provided reason-
able, accurate, and timely notice of any release 
or escape of the defendant or delinquent, and 
any proceeding during which a right of the victim 
is implicated. 

 b.  	 The right to be heard in any public proceed-
ing involving pretrial or other release  from any 
form of legal constraint, plea, sentencing, adju-
dication, or parole, and any proceeding during 
which a right of the victim is implicated. 

 c.  	 The right to confer with the prosecuting attor-
ney concerning any plea agreements, partic-
ipation in pretrial diversion programs, release, 
restitution, sentencing, or any other disposition of 
the case. 

(a)-(n), Florida Statutes, that involves the transmission 
of body fluids from one person to another, undergo 
hepatitis and HIV testing.

31.	The right to request, for specific crimes, that your 
home and work telephone numbers, home and work 
addresses, and personal assets not be disclosed to 
anyone.

32.	The right of a victim of a sexual offense to request the 
presence of a victim advocate during the forensic 
medical examination. An advocate from a certified 
rape crisis center shall be permitted to attend any 
forensic medical examination.

33.	No law enforcement officer, prosecuting attorney, or 
government official shall ask or require a victim of a 
sexual offense to submit to a polygraph examination 
or other truth-telling device as a condition of the in-
vestigation.

MARSY’S LAW INFORMATION FORM. 
STATE OF FLORIDA CONSTITUTION, 
ARTICLE 1, §16(B)-(E)

 d.  	 The right to provide information regarding the 
impact of the offender’s conduct on the victim 
and the victim’s family to the individual respon-
sible for conducting any presentence investiga-
tion or compiling any presentence investigation 
report, and to have any such information consid-
ered in any sentencing recommendations sub-
mitted to the court. 

e.  	The right to receive a copy of any presentence 
report, and any other report or record relevant 
to the exercise of a victim’s right, except for such 
portions confidential or exempt by law. 

 f.  	The right to be informed of the conviction, sen-
tence, adjudication, place and time of incar-
ceration, or other disposition of the convicted 
offender, any scheduled release date of the of-
fender, and the release of or the escape of the 
offender from custody. 

 g.  	 The right to be informed of all post-conviction 
processes and procedures, to participate in such 
processes and procedures, to provide informa-
tion to the release authority to be considered 
before any release decision is made, and to be 
notified of any release decision regarding the 
offender. The parole or early release authority 
shall  extend the right to be heard to any person 
harmed by the offender. 

 h.	 The right to be informed of clemency and ex-
pungement procedures, to provide information 
to the Governor, the court, any clemency board, 
and other authority in these procedures, and to 
have that information considered before a clem-
ency or expungement decision is made; and to 
be notified of such decision in advance of any 
release of the offender. 

 7	 The rights of the victim, as provided in subparagraph 
(6) a., subparagraph (6) b., or subparagraph (6) c., 
that apply to any first appearance proceeding are 
satisfied by a reasonable attempt by the appropri-
ate agency to notify the victim and convey the vic-
tim’s views to the court. 

 8	 The right to the prompt return of the victim’s property 
when no longer needed as evidence in the case. 

 9	 The right to full and timely restitution in every case 
and from each convicted offender for all losses suf-
fered, both directly and indirectly, by the victim as a 
result of the criminal conduct. 

10	 The right to proceedings free from unreasonable 
delay, and to a prompt and final conclusion of the 
case and any related post-judgment proceedings. 

 a.	 The state attorney may file a good faith demand 
for a speedy trial and the trial court shall hold 
a calendar call, with notice, within fifteen days 
of the filing demand, to schedule a trial to com-
mence on a date at least five days but no more 
than sixty days after the date of the calendar call 
unless the trial judge enters an order with specific 
findings of fact justifying a trial date more than 
sixty days after the calendar call. 

	b.	 All state-level appeals and collateral attacks on 
any judgment must be complete 	 within two 
years from the date of appeal in non-capital 
cases and within five years from the date of ap-
peal in capital cases, unless a court enters an or-
der with specific findings as to why the court was 
unable to comply with this subparagraph and 
the circumstances causing the delay. Each year, 
the Chief Judge of any District Court of Appeal 
or the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court shall 
report on a case-by-case basis to the Speaker of 
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